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Mission Statement
Lake Wales Care Center is
a faith based community
service organization
which demonstrates
Christ’s love by building
bridges between people
in need and people with a
desire to serve.
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Do not merely
listen to the word,
and so deceive
yourselves.

Do what it says.
James 1:22 NIV

Letter from the Board
To really listen to someone requires
attention. But more than that, what
is listening if we do not respond to
what we hear? The book of James
tells us, “Do not merely listen to the
word, and so deceive yourselves.
Do what it says.” We are forever
grateful to the Lake Wales
community who listens to God’s
calling on their lives and acts
accordingly.

Board of Directors

Volunteers: Local Missionaries
Volunteers hear about a need and listen to the call to help! Some volunteers come
one time as part of a group project while others are here every day serving in different
ways. Whether you have one hour to give or eight hours, we would love to have you
on our caring team! Individual as well as group projects are available year round.
Volunteers are vital to this community, and we are blessed to work with so many each
and every day who want to serve God by serving others.

Mr. Dave Black
Mr. Matt Cain

Mrs. Andrea Littleton
Dr. Scott Markley

Mr. Steven Callaham

Mr. Mark Parlier

Mrs. Christine Daly

Mrs. Theresa Ryland

Dr. Terry Fasel

Mrs. Kami Schulze

Volunteer Opportunities

Dr. Doris Gukich

Mrs. Nancy Sichler

Mrs. Laura Hunt

Mr. Scott Thompson

Contact Nicole at 863-676-6678 ext 1303 or nicolerr.lwcc@gmail.com to get started!
Sign up online at lakewalescarecenter.com/volunteer

Mr. Bill Jacobs

Mr. Cesar Unzueta



Enterprise Programs - Thrift Stores,
Online Sales, Kathryn’s Christian Store



Home Visitation & Follow-up Calls





Transportation

Meals on Wheels





Skills Training for Clients

Furniture Pickups & Deliveries





Holiday Assistance

General Maintenance/Home Repairs





Youth Programs

Transitional Housing





Community Garden

Office Receptionist/Records





Literacy Tutoring

Light Housekeeping





Free Health Clinic

Food Room





Choices Pregnancy Care Program

Bicycle Repairs

Mr. Adell Jahna
Mr. Roy Wilkinson
Many of the programs of Care
Mr. Tavaris Johnson
Rev. Daniel Williams
Center are now in existence because Mr. John Kimbrough Mr. Ivory Wilson
someone heard from God, listened
Mr. Troy Konemann
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Spring Events

Donations
Pickup Services

Donate Creatively

Need a pickup? Drivers are
available to pick up your
donation of large, usable
items in good condition.
Call 863-676-6678 to
schedule your pickup!
Please schedule 1-2 weeks
in advance.

Many have found other
ways to donate to Care
Center through estates,
bequests in a will,
securities, and other
valuable properties.
Contact us for more
information.

Donations come to Care Center in all shapes and sizes and we are grateful for each and
every one! More than the donation itself, we are inspired by the story behind the
donation; as we listen to these stories, we are humbled by the circumstances that lead
someone to give. Donations come in the form of gently used shoes, pallets of cereal,
bottles full of change, and grants from community resources just to name a few.
Below are just a few examples of gifts we received this year from the community.


A recent widow donated medical equipment that gave her husband extra days on
earth with the hope her donation will give a person a few more days with loved
ones or the chance to learn about Jesus.



A business man heard about young people wanting to intern at a non-profit and
donated the monies needed for their housing and food so they could continue
their education.



A young child cleaned out their toy closet because they wanted to share their toys
with other children.



A volunteer donated her stimulus money for a Transitional Housing participant
they had befriended while volunteering so she could pay off her car early.

The Widow’s Offering
“Calling His disciples to Him, Jesus said, ‘ Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more
into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of
her poverty, put in everything - all she had to live on.’”
Mark 12:43-44 NIV
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Food Donations

Tangible Donations

Donations of food may be brought to
the main office Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:30pm
at 140 E Park Ave, Lake Wales.

Both Thrift Stores accept donations
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm and Sat 9am-3pm.
See page 8 for contact info.

Clay Shoot - March 19th
The 6th Annual Clay Shoot took place at Florida FFA Leadership
Training Center on the shores of Lake Pierce on March 19th. This
year twenty-six teams played a part in raising $25,000 for Care
Center programming.
Teams of four took to the course
in the early morning rotating
over sixteen stations. Then they
came together for lunch and a prize reception.
Thank you to the event sponsors, The Story Companies
and Weikert Ford as well as Oakley Transport who
sponsored lunch. Many other local businesses
contributed by sponsoring shooter stations or donating
prizes for the reception.

Run Like You Care - April 10th
Care Center was excited to host a
live run in the early morning of
April 10th on the shores of Lake
Wailes. Individuals, families, and
teams participated in this fun
event for the whole family which
included a 5k, 10k, and Kids Fun
Run as well as kids activities like
inflatable archery and giant Jenga.
This was the 10th year for the
annual event and it was sponsored by CenterState.
One hundred and fifty two runners participated in the 5k and 10k ranging in ages from
7 to 85! This year the event raised over $8,200 for the Meals on Wheels program
which delivers hot meals and smiles to local shut-ins.
If you’d like to be notified of future races, please email us at
care.lwcc@gmail.com and we will add you to the email list.
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Basic Needs
As the community continued to support its
neighbors over the past year through donating
food and other supplies, families also found ways
to use stimulus monies and CARES Act grants to
help make their budget. But as case managers
listened to stories of those who came in for
assistance a recurring theme was heard. Many of
these families had members who were
unexpectedly without a job.

Calendar of Events

Job Coach, Mary Felix, works
with individuals as they finish
their resumes for upcoming
job interviews.

Care Center has always worked to help individuals
find employment, but over the past year the Job
Skills program has grown by offering regularly scheduled classes and résumé help. By
working with participants, the job coach listens to the job seeker and guides them
towards meaningful employment.
As Care Center continues to help with the basics of finances, food, clothing, furniture,
and other tangible items, it can also offer hope in other ways.

Meals on Wheels
Meals on Wheels serves local neighbors, who physically
cannot prepare meals for themselves, by delivering a hot
meal for lunch Monday through Friday. Neighbors may
receive a meal regardless of income level as prices are
based on a sliding scale. Besides a meal, the volunteer
drivers are able to listen to their neighbors and offer
them hope during their visit. These daily check-ins allow
for the caregiver to know their loved one is not only fed
with a meal, but their spirits are fed through this time
with the volunteer. As drivers listen, they learn their
neighbor’s story and become friends so it’s no longer
driver serving recipient, but friend serving friend.
Volunteers and recipients
become friends as they
visit each week.
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Upcoming Events

If you or someone you know could benefit from Meals on
Wheels, please contact Emily at (863)676-6678 or
emily.lwcc@gmail.com

Choices Baby Bottle Campaign
Sunday, May 9th - Sunday, June 20th
Stay-At-Home Work Camp
Camp 1: June 21-26 (Camp Endeavor)
Camp 2: July 12-17 (h.e.a.r.t Institute)
Camp 3: July 26-31 (h.e.a.r.t Institute)
Day Camp: Aug 3-5
Literacy Awareness Dinner
Fall TBD
Golf Tournament
Saturday, October 30th
ThanksLiving Camp
Sunday, Nov 21st - Tuesday, Nov 23rd
Volunteer Christmas Dinner
December TBD
Empty Bowls
January 2022

Care Center hosts several events
throughout the year; there are many
ways you can be involved!


Participate: Does an event interest
you? Join the fun and register!



Volunteer: Maybe you’d like to help
but don’t feel skilled for a particular
event. We need volunteers to help
with various aspects of each event!



Donate: Each of these events needs
sponsors. Donations can come in
the form of tangible prizes, financial
sponsorship of a participant or a
station, provision of a meal, or
giving in other ways depending on
the event.
For information on how you can be
involved, please contact us at
care.lwcc@gmail.com or
863-676-6678 ext. 1303.

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES:

Saturday, October 30th
$125 per person
For more information,
Contact Mike Morrow
863-676-6678 ext.1401
mike.lwcc@gmail.com

 HOLE SPONSORS - $100
 CORPORATE PACKAGES:
 BIRDIE SPONSOR - $300
2 GOLFERS & HOLE SPONSOR
 EAGLE SPONSOR - $550
4 GOLFERS & HOLE SPONSOR
 CONTEST SPONSORS -$750
4 GOLFERS & CONTEST
BANNER
 PRIZE SPONSORS:
Donations of prizes for golfers or
cash gifts to purchase prizes.
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Leadership Development & Internships

Transitional Housing

Lake Wales Care Center has invested in young people
since it first opened. Did you know that it wasn’t just
businessmen and pastors who started Care Center,
but also college age students from Warner Southern
College, now Warner University? Since then, interns
have been a vital part of the Care Center
community. Interns not only provide a fresh take on
each of the programs, they often move into staff positions at Care Center and other
non-profits and businesses making a difference around the world. When an intern
connects with Care Center, their academic or personal goals are taken into account as
a program is designed for their time with us.

The Transitional Housing program is more than a safe place to rest your head for
individuals and families; the program is designed to serve the person as a whole.
Participants in Transitional Housing set goals to get back on their feet through case
management, on-the-job training, spiritual development and community events. Case
managers assess where a person is and where they want to go by listening to the story
of their past and their hopes and dreams for the
future; then they work together to set realistic
goals to help each person achieve their Godgiven potential.

Academic Interns come to Care Center from a variety of academic fields of study, such
as Social Work, Ministry, Education, and Public Administration.
Care Corps Interns connect to a program which
invites participants into a season of exploration
of calling, vocation, and spiritual growth.
Junior Internships are available to high school
students as well. Students participate in on-thejob training as well as discipleship and job skill
classes. Students work in various programs and
earn a small stipend as they learn valuable skills.

Emerging Professionals: Recognizing the challenges of launching into the early adult
years and the formal work environment, mentoring focuses on reinforcing
foundational skills that can be utilized in their work at Care Center and continue to
carry into the years ahead as they explore career and life goals.
Young Professionals: This group meets regularly to discuss the journey of the earlycareer employee into years of balancing family, employer, and social expectations in
ways that are balanced and healthy.
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Volunteers from the Heritage Girls
donated and built a new
playground set for Transitional
Housing families.

Community Garden

In the past year Care Center has implemented new programs and expanded current
programs aimed at training individuals and groups of learners. This includes listening
to the needs of Care Center staff through focused programming designed to encourage
personal, vocational, and leadership growth. Participants connect to one of three
mentoring groups.

Growing Professionals: Those more established in
their career path and life setting can engage
conversations with a focus on oversight of teams
and applying leadership principles.

One important aspect of the program is building
community through events like Barbecue's, Art
Days, and Family Movie Nights. At these events
residents learn more about each other and are
able to offer each other support and
encouragement. Having a common space, like
playgrounds and picnic tables, allows for
community growth.

Learn More!

Contact Dawn Meadows at
dawnmeadows.lwcc@gmail.com
863-676-6678 ext. 1306

Community Gardens have been “springing up” around the country this past year as
people have looked for ways to get outside more and be healthy. Care Center has
three gardens dedicated to promoting community and healthy living through
gardening; two gardens are used by
Lynette and Melissa, with Circle
Transitional Housing residents and one is open
of Friends, remove old roots from
to the community. Members from groups like
a garden bed to prepare for a
Circle of Friends and First United Methodist
new season.
Preschool have plots devoted to not only
growing plants, but to allowing their
participants to build community as they work
together. As the group members listen to
each other, they nurture not only their
gardens, but their relationships as well.
If you or your group/church would like more
information on this program, please contact us
at 863-676-6678 or care.lwcc@gmail.com
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Community Kitchen

Lake Wales Free Clinic

For the past year, Community Kitchen has been served to-go style but that hasn’t
stopped diners from enjoying their community. Anyone wanting a home cooked meal
for Sunday lunch is welcomed to attend and members enjoy catching up with each
other by listening to how each other’s weeks have been. Starting soon meals will be
able to be held around a table, giving diners more time to listen and become friends.
The Community Kitchen attendees are also given
produce, bakery goods, and meat as available
donated from the local Publix stores and Winn Dixie.

Polk County residents who meet the income and insurance qualifications are able to be
cared for at Lake Wales Free Clinic. Along with medical care, staff and volunteers are
able to offer a listening ear and treat not just a condition, but the person as a whole.
Because the clinic is part of Care Center, patients are able to be referred to a case
manager if needed to receive extra assistance outside of medical care. If there is a
need outside of the medical expertise of the clinic doctors and nurses, Care Center has
valuable partnerships with other doctors, clinics, and medical professionals that accept
referrals and treat the patient with no charge to the patient themselves. This allows a
patient to focus on their health and not on the bills.

Churches, local businesses, and family groups sign up
for a week to cook and serve a meal to their
neighbors. Meals are served at 12:30 at 201 N. Scenic
Hwy, Lake Wales. This event is free to attend and
open to all.
If you or your group would be interested in preparing
and serving a meal one weekend, please contact us at
care.lwcc@gmail.com or (863)676-6678.

Holidays
Every spring we have the opportunity to celebrate the
resurrection of Christ on Easter Sunday, but as believers
we want to remember this priceless gift of grace every
day! Care Center strives to present the gospel of Jesus
Christ in word and in deed through all of our programs.
During the Easter season, we are able to bless several
local families who participant in various Care Center
programming by providing them a food basket for
Easter Sunday thanks to generous supporters like you.
These baskets included food for a family meal as well as
some special Easter goodies. We are also able to
present the gospel to those we meet and pray the Lord
speaks to their heart and they listen to what He says.
We want everyone who walks in the doors to know they
are loved by their Creator and that He cares for them.
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Clinic Info
210 Dr. JA Wiltshire Ave East
Lake Wales, FL 33853
863-676-1222
lwfclinic@gmail.com
Monday & Thursday Evenings
Sign-in 4:30-5:30pm

Choices Pregnancy Care Program
He is not here;
He has risen!
Luke 24:6

Choices Pregnancy Care Program seeks to not just
210 Dr. JA Wiltshire Ave East,
Lake Wales
save the lives of the unborn, but to listen to
863-949-6360 (text 863-354-0852)
expectant mothers and fathers about their hopes, choicespregnancycare@gmail.com
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
dreams, and fears. The mission of Choices is to
10:00am-5:00pm
foster a community that provides practical
resources and emotional and spiritual support to those facing an unplanned
pregnancy. The most common reasons women obtain an abortion are due to lack of
practical resources or support to continue a pregnancy. The
Choices team provides ongoing support and resources
through pregnancy and beyond.
Baby Bottle Campaign
Collect Change to
New this year: Surrendering the
Change Lives!
Mother’s Day, May 9th Secret Abortion Recovery Bible
Father’s Day, June 20th
Contact your local church or
Study. This confidential,
us to participate!
interactive study of God’s Word
Volunteer Laura Lee helps each hurting woman find her personal path to healing.
makes gift bags for Lisa can be reached confidentially at 863-354-0852 for more
expectant mothers.
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information about the next Bible Study.

Bicycle Ministry

Home Repair & Facilities

The Bicycle Ministry is a great example of how
listening to a need can make such a difference!
What started as a project to fix a large
donation of bikes has turned into a multifaceted program. The Bicycle Ministry repairs
bikes that are donated, trains others how to
repair bikes, supports the local police
department through community events and
repairs, helps provide transportation for those
Chris Kinson is recognized for his
in need, and creates an opportunity for
service to Lake Wales Police
community involvement. The ministry hosts
Department in helping with repairs
Care Cycle Events
and creating community awareness.
where riders can
ride together through the community and come together
for breakfast afterwards. These rides take place on the
fourth Saturday of each month; riders can meet at 8am at
201 N. Scenic Hwy, Lake Wales to join the fun!

Being a homeowner is never an easy task,
but when you are physically or financially
unable to keep up with your home, it adds
an extra burden of stress. Home Repairs
offered by Care Center serve not just a
physical need, but a spiritual one as well.
Staff and volunteers visit with home owners
and are able to offer a listening ear as they
serve. If repairs are outside of a volunteers
expertise, they can offer referrals to
Volunteers Dale, Milo, and Fred build a partner businesses who support Care
Center year round.
tiered ramp for a local couple who
volunteer at the Dundee Thrift Store.
Home owners (pictured left) said, “the
team was efficient and professional while enjoying each other...[they are] excellent
representatives for Care Center and the Lord Jesus” and “Thank you! Thank you! You
have given me my life back.” Repairs are needed throughout year and we are always
looking for volunteers to add to the repair team.

Adult Literacy

Youth Programs & Camps

Listening can be hard if you are unable to
understand someone’s language. Through
the ESOL (English for Speakers of Other
Languages) classes, adults who speak a
variety of native languages come together
to listen and learn from each other.
Students of all levels are welcome as more
advanced learners help to mentor new
students. These classes meet Mondays &
Wednesdays throughout the school year at
First Presbyterian Church of Lake Wales and Thursdays at Holy Spirit Catholic Church.
The Literacy Program also offers one-on-one tutoring for Adult Basic Education and
Citizenship Classes. All of these programs work to improve the literacy of adults so
that they may be more productive citizens in the Lake Wales community.
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If you would like to learn more about the literacy program and how you can help,
please contact us at lwlcouncil@gmail.com or 863-676-5767.

Serve Your Local Community!

Stay-At-Home Work Camp
All camps for completed 6th-12th grades

Camp 1: June 20-25 (Camp Endeavor)
Camp 2: July 11-16 (h.e.a.r.t Institute)
Camp 3: July 25-30 (h.e.a.r.t Institute)
Day Camp Option: Aug 3-5
Register online at
lakewalescarecenter.com/sahwc2021
Young people have opportunities to serve
throughout the year at Care Center, but one of their favorite experiences is
participating in Stay-at-Home Work Camp during the summer. Students spend a week
at a campground serving their local community through projects like roofing and
painting. Time is set aside to listen to the voice of God as students spend time in
worship through devotionals, music, and messages throughout the week. These
camps help instill a lifetime of service in the young people who participate and many
return throughout the years as counselors, even bringing their own children.
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Enterprise Programs
The Enterprise Programs of Care Center
include two thrift stores (Lake Wales and
Dundee), Online Sales, Antiques &
Oddities, and Kathryn’s Christian
Bookstore. Each of these programs not
only produce revenue that goes back into
the community through programming,
they also provide a place for people to
serve, learn life skills, make their dollar go
further, and find new friends.
As we listen to the community, we try to find ways to better serve. This means
making sure each of these programs operates in a way that honors the Lord. This isn’t
measured in sales though; it is measured by the relationships forged in each program.
Volunteers and shoppers become friends and will often be found stopping to pray for
each other; staff and volunteers will go out of their way to find the perfect item for
someone with a special request. If other groups or organizations have needs, Care
Center works to find ways to support them through sharing its donated resources.

Surplus Thrift Stores

Lake Wales Thrift Store

Dundee Thrift Store

39 W Park Ave, Lake Wales
29696 Hwy 27, Dundee
863-678-0245
863-439-6000
Regular Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-3pm
The Thrift Stores are blessed to receive donations from
the community and to offer low prices for those looking
to stretch their dollar. Case managers are able to write
vouchers for families who have specific needs like
furniture or clothing so these individuals can shop at the
store and provide for their family. Volunteers work hard
every day to sort items and display them in the store for
shoppers. Inventory changes every minute so no matter
when you come by, there is sure to be new items to
browse through!
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Are you interested in joining the caring team of volunteers?
Contact Nicole at nicolerr.lwcc@gmail.com or 863-676-6678 ext. 1303
to see how you can help! Or apply online at lakewalescarecenter.com/volunteer

205 E Park Ave, Lake Wales
863-223-8193
www.kathrynschristianbooks.com
Facebook & Instagram

@Kathryn’s Christian Books Gifts & More
Kathryn’s Christian Books provides locals
with a place to find encouragement,
whether it’s in the form of a hot coffee or
the listening ear of a friend. Feel free to
have a seat and leaf through a new
devotional or bring a friend and have some
“me time” in the cafe or loft area. Don’t
see what you need? Just ask! The staff at
Kathryn’s can help you find what you need
to help you in your walk with the Lord. All proceeds from Kathryn’s support the
ministries of Care Center and go back into the community.
Kathryn’s also participates in local events like the Lake Wales Art Show, Lake Aurora’s
Women’s Retreat, Pioneer Days, and Downtown Lake Wales events. Contact us for a
schedule of upcoming events and classes. We look forward to seeing you soon!

Antiques & Oddities

Online Sales

You never know
what unique things
you might find at
the monthly
Antiques & Oddities
sale!

Books, movies, and video games can be
found through Care Center’s Online Sales
program. More than sales, the online
sales provides a place for on-the-job
training with students from local schools
as they prepare to enter the workforce.

These special and
rare items are on
sale 6am-11am on
the first Saturday of
each month and are collected from
donations through the community.

You can also support Care Center by
shopping through smile.amazon.com and
selecting Lake Wales
Care Center Inc. as
your charity of
choice. Visit
amazon.com/shops/
carecentercharities
for an incredible
selection today!

Check Facebook for up-to-date info:
@Antique’s and Oddities 201 Scenic
Highway Lake Wales, FL 33859
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